INTRODUCTION
Cephalic index is very useful to find out racial differences. It can also be used to identify the gender of individuals. The first classification based on cranial morphology is attributed to professor of anatomy Retzius (1840). The measures used by Retzius when applied to living individuals are known as cephalic index, when applied to dry skulls are known as cranial index. 1, 2 Cephalic index is calculated by determining the ratio between maximum width and maximum length of the head. Retzius described as genets dolichocephalae those who had an elongated skull type, and genets brachycephalae when those who had short skull type. However he assigned no numerical values to set the boundaries between individual types in both groups and neither did he use the intermediate term mesocephalae, which was introduced at later time. 3 This mesocephalae term provided a classification system. Cephalic index is calculated by determining the ratio between maximum width and maximum length of the head. It must be taken in to consideration when selecting the orthodontic biomechanics. 6 The facial index is measured by morphological facial height multiplied by 100,which is divided by bizygomatic width. The term used in facial index are derived from Greek, where the word for face is prosopon. 3 According this classification face is classified as euryprosopic, mesoprosopic and leptoprosopic. Relation of the length of the face to its maximal width between the zygomatic prominence. To get superior facial index the length of the face is measured from nasion to the alveolar point. For total facial index length is measured from the nasion to the mental tubercle. In the medical field most studies make use of a nomenclature to describe facial index in accordance with anthropometry. 8, 9 
METHODS
For the present study 280 adults from Visakhapatnam origin were selected as subjects. The age of individuals are ranged from 26-49 years. The head length was measured with the help of spreading calipers, from glabella to mid-point of external occipital protuberance. The head breadth was measured as the maximum transverse diameter between two fixed points, above the mastoid prominence. For facial index subjects were measured from the nasion to mental tubercle and bizygomatic width as facial width. All the measurements were taken with the subject sitting in relaxed condition and head in anatomical position.
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RESULTS
From the collected data, statistics were analyzed. Results and observations of both genders for cephalic index and facial index are shown in the tabular form. Results are expressed in numbers and percentages in both sexes, Mean cephalic index in males is 80.21 and mean cephalic index in females is 79.25. 
